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Montage
Raises the Bar

Montage properties blend true luxury
with a So Cal ambience

BY YO NOBUCHI

AS ANY HOTELIER WILL TELL YOU, the definition of luxury has
changed. Gone is over-adormed decor and stuffy service and, in
its place, upscale customers want a more laidback, comfortable
vibe that 15 sull mindful of the guest's every whim, After a recent
wisit, it’s clear that the two Montage resorts in Southern Califor-
i master this type of modern luxury.

Montage Laguna Beach

Diespite the inspired architecture of the elegant craftsman-style
hotel and sps of Laguna Beach, visitors are often enthralled
instead by the raw, natural beauty of the property’s panoramic
acean views and sense of place and spirit. St on a coastal hloff
averlooking the Pacific Ocean in the vibrant arts community of
Laguna Beach, this property affers comfortable elepance, impec-
cable service and & holistic spa.

Lo harmony with its rugged coastal location, the architectural
design of this Hagship resort is reminiscent of the arts and crafts
period of the early 19005, Mured color schemes. beautifully rich
woods, pericd lighting and floor-to-ceiling windows frame
acean views from every room, as the sarky California landscap-
ing extends an invitation to explore the arganic gardens and
Si-foot ocean hhuff below.

In-room standard amenities such as feather-top bads, plush
bathrobes and slippers and a 32-inch LCD fla-panel television
are provided, in addition to unique amenities, including hand-
crafted toiletries with ingredients from the Studio Garden,
exclusive to Montage. Another thoughtful touch is the cockeail
recipes provided courtesy of chef Craip Strong, executive chef of
the property’s signature restanrant, Studio.

Whether you can spare an hour or an entire day, Spa Montage
14 the resort’s 20,000-square-font oceanfront centerpiece, featur-
ing & wide-ranging menu of ccean-inspived signature therapies
ag well as a complete fitness facility, salon, spa boutique and an
array of wellness and meditation classes.

I\ﬂunlage Bevurl_‘_u Hills

fust 90 minutes north of Laguna Beach but a world sway is Mon-
tage Beverdy Hills, sieeped in the thegance of one of the world's
most renowned neighborhoods, Within the "Golden Triangle”
formed by Crescent Drive and Wilshire and Santa Monica boule-
vards, Montege standy toe-10-toa with the most renowned hotels
in Los Angeles. As the first ground-up construction of a hotel
in the ity since the Peninsula in 199], Montage Beverly Hills
aceepted an unspoken challenge — 1o try and stand with the
best of the best in the competitive Los Angeles luxury market,
Fortunately, the property has more than held its own.

With its vaulted arcades and terrucotts roof, the sight-story,
0-room building hes 2 Spanish-colonial Revival assthetic, with
Mediterranean elements from lunterns and hand-painted tiles to
lacy grillwosk and brgway, dark-wood furniture,

The biotel's guest rooms pay tribute toold Hollvwood glamour
with classically shegant [urnishings, reminiscent of the Galden
Age of California. Spacious accommeodations range from 500

square feet bo the two, 2,000-square-foot Presidential Suites.

In addition, world-renowned shopping on Rodeo and Beverly drives
is just steps sway, along with top-natch culinary indulgences. The hotel
itself features several eateries induding Scarpetta, an italian restaurant
nominated as “Best New Restaurant” by the James Beard Foundation.

While both Montage properties offer unique architecture and person-
alities, combined, they offer the perfeer solution for ugury clients seek-
ing a-best of Southern Californta experience, ®
THE DETANS: Montage Beverly Hills (www montagebeverdyhills.cont); Monrage
Laguna Beach (www.moniogelngunabeach com)
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