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CHRISTINA TRUJILLO & BASIL AYOUB

AUGUST 7, 2010

LAGUNA BEACH, CALIFORNIA

PHOTOGRAPHED BY AARON DELESIE

VISION IN WHITE

lLaguna Beach was the sennmental choice for
|

A

the locale of the nuptials of Christina Tru;
Basil Avoub. =1 had alwayvs known [ wanred
ger marncd there,™ savs Christina of the beauriful
spor where she vacationed as a child. “Onee the
Monmege opened we would go there for brunches
and dinners, and the main lawn and view were
exactly what I eovisioned for my big day.™

Along with the never-ending support of the

it h Frhe hemd iy rle ™% FesTr -
mother of the brde, the couple s team of eXpPert

wedding consulranis helped o bring Chnsrina’s

vision to hife. =1 wanted the backdrop to be a

clean white palette so thar the mble semings,

accents, and detals would really pop.”™ savs the

bride Chrstina also wanted the florl design o

ne role in the décor. *1 wanted flowers

i looked so thar evervihing felt
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An clegant and commanding floral gare
wreathed in heavenly whire roses, hvdrangea
blossoms, and abundant green leaves set the
tone for the ceremony. A snowy aisle lined wirh
floral arrangements in varyving hetghis siretched
from the double doors of the gare 1o an alrar
of columns wrapped in gardands of flowers and

topped with lavers of ethereal fabric.
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The bnde floated down the asle
in cascading lavers of butterscotch
tulle, her embroidered sweetheart
bodice adding just the Aght amount

of sparkle, while her bouguer of

sweet oream hvdrangeas, pale hlac
roses, and deecp purple calla lilies
added a subtle blush of color
“Secing Christing in her dress for
the first ome was one of the most
mecmorable moments of the day,”

Basil recalls. The couple had been
granted special permission  from
the church o have their Chrisrian
Orthodoy ceremony out of doors,
and their family priest from San
Francisco mraveled all the way 10
Laguna Beach 1o perform the
ceremony. “Ir was very maditional
with the chanting, crowns, and
blessings., bur in a very non-
rradinonal seming ™ Christina affirms.

g
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Contemporary white chairs and round tables doaked in crisp fabric
beckoned guess for pre-dinner drinks and mibbles following the
ceremony. Seven ditferent mini-appetizers were senved, induding tuna
tartar, macaroni and cheese, marghenta pizza, and baby frankfurters
in puff pastry. Lilac- and lavender-hued flowers immersed in clear,
water-filled cvlinders arranged neaty on rall rables added a modern
feel and a pop of color o the all-whire landscape. A manachi band

plaved festive music, effectively mcorporating the bride’s Mewcan
and Spanish heritage into the cockiail hour. Chnstina’s grandfarher,
formerly 2 member of 3 marachi band himsclf, sang “La Mano de
[%as™ | *The Hand of God™) to the wedding couple, a song thar has
special meaning 1o the Trupllo family. *He alse sang it 1o my parents
on their wedding day,™ Christna shares

Apres cockiails, puests made their way into the ballroom of the
Montage, where they were met with another stunning vision in white
Soft hilae hghnng cast a serene glow over a snowy Garpet overlay,
floatmg fabrc-draped walls, and mirmor-topped tables. Chameleon
chain were adomed with “Chloe™ stretch-knit TOppers, cushions,
and skirts tor 2 look that was talored as well as texmured i'chl.'l?'!-_'..'u

weTe fashioned trom gleaming transparenr vases topped with whie

ﬂ_

pink, and purple roses, as well as mounds of hydrangea blossoms
and a profusion of orchids. “They were spectacular,” remembers the
bride of the flowers. Dangling from the remarkable amangements by
ribbon were ony glass vooves encircled with roses. The dance Aoor
was threaded o the floral theme through projections of roses that
accenred the names of the brde and groom.

Whire linens were topped with studded cresal plares, each
presenting a menu of the four courses o follow, begmnng with
an appetiver of arab cake with arugula. A second course of spanach
salad followed, and the main course featured a dual enirée of halibut
and hlet mignon accompanied by vegetables and potaroes, A dessert
course of molten chocolate cake and warm apple pie provided a
s1% -fisot
tall wedding cake ar the head of the ballroom. A swea of lilac. pink,

and scarler roses accented with hvdrangeas surrounded the base of

sweet finish to the meal, bur the picce de résistance was a

the mult-tiered contection. Each subsequent laver was nnged by a
row of flowers n a different hue from the last. Three ditferent flavors
composed the cake, each tier providing a differemt combination,
and the masterpicce

candlcholders casnng a drearmy glow

entire was highhghted by three-foot-high
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The brde’s sister, the owner of a popular Beverly
Hills bouoque purveving both fashion and candy,
furnished a colorful candy buffer thar was a huge hir
with guests. Clear vases were filled with nosualgic
sweers, and guests could fill individual bags as rake-
home favors. In-N-Out burgers and fnies were served
as a nighmme snack, rounding our the offerngs and
adding the perfect California flair ro the proceedings.

While Christina was most overwhelmed by the floral
armrangements, Basil was floored by the music that
encompassed the cultures of both the bride and groom.
Guests were treated to the sivlings of a Spanish guitarist
during dinner as well as o rraditional Arabic muosic (2
nod to the groom”s colmare } sa all could celebraie the
merging of the families. “The music had to be the most
unique aspect of our wedding,™ savs Basil

Though smunning florals and meaningfol music
were definirely highlights, the couple agrees that being
surrounded by familv and fmends was the best part of
the day. “Even though our wedding was near where
we reside, it was a destination wedding for most of our
guests,” savs Baul. “We were honored thar so many
people raveled from near and far to celebrate with us.™

Enjoving every single moment of the planning as
well as the actual wedding is the one piece of advice
the pair most strongly asserts. “It all goes by so fasg!™
Christina dedlares. “Everyone thar had gone through
this experience before me gave me this same advice,
and it is so true. Planning vour wedding is one of the
best tmes of vour life, and vou should really cherish

each and every minute. We love looking back and

rememberning it all!”™ KELLY LEE
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